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President’s Message  
 
Hello Fellow Anglers, 

I hope you're all having a marvelous fall-pre-winter.  Was anyone 
else stunned by the sudden temperature change?  Every little bit 
of this snow and precipitation helps, so even if the fishing season 
was cut a little short locally, here's to a better water year in 
2023.  As I told you all last month, Mike (hubby), Henry (15 yr. 
old Lab) and I took a road trip to California with our fishing rods 
and float tubes and were looking forward to some quiet fishing 
days prior to visiting some friends and relatives in the SF Bay 
Area. 
 
First stop- the Chewaucan River.  Great secluded campsites on 
a gravel road just outside the town of Paisley.  Easy access to 
the river behind most of the campsites makes this one of my 
favorite places.  Redbands are on the comeback in this beautiful 
river.  The good news- fish were caught, the bad news, as I was 
kneeling in the river, I suddenly had a weird "floater" appear in 
my eye, which necessitated a visit to the ER in Lakeview.  I was 
referred to an eye clinic in Klamath Falls for the next day, so our 
next stop was Lake of the Woods, with a beautiful campground 
about 45 minutes from Klamath Falls.  Lots of jumping fish there, 
but no bites before my appointment. I did see some pods of 
kokanee swimming around. 
 
After the ophthalmologist diagnosed a torn retina (and repaired it 
with a laser) we were back on the road, visiting the Sacramento 
River near Castle Crags, Manzanita Lake in Lassen National 
Park, Yosemite, Reno, and down to Mammoth Lakes and a great 
"hidden" campground near Lundy Lake.  I wish I could say lots of 
fish were caught, but.... the fall colors were awesome, and the 
few fish that were caught were just icing on the cake.  All in all, a 
great road trip, but we did see some sobering views of how 
wildfires can decimate the forests and surrounding towns.   
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And on to other news, starting in January, we will be meeting back at the SHARC, but at 
a different time and a different day.  Stay tuned for updates on this.  Currently we are 
aiming at 2023 for a return to the Great Hall for our holiday party.  For this year, we are 
in the planning stages for a little get together in December.  If anyone has suggestions 
on this, please drop me a line.   
 
Our last general meeting of the year will be on Thursday the 17th at the library.  Please 
make it a point to come out, have some coffee and cookies and show your support for 
our friends from ODF&W.  Every year, the Sunriver Anglers donate money as well as 
time to improve and preserve the health of our LOCAL fisheries.  How do we do this? 
Did you see the buoys at Crane Prairie and East Lake?   
 
There's a good chance that they were attached to the nets we bought ODF&W in order 
to trap the invasive tui chubs. Have you wondered how the fish get up to the hike-in 
lakes up on the Cascade Lakes Highway?  Thousands were packed up in backpacks by 
your fellow angler club members!  The SRA also participates in the Kokanee Karnival 
which teaches 5th graders about fishing, conservation and sportsmanship.  This is a 
STEM program for the local schools, including Three Rivers. 
 
Lastly, I want to give a shout out to Travis Parker and Gabe Parr for their presentation 
last month on fishing "The Rock" in Alaska, and fishing in Cuba.  These two guides from 
Stillwater Travel made it hard to decide which trip would be the most fun.  I voted for 
Alaska, but Mike thinks Cuba.  We'll see.  
 
rynie 

Redband at Chewaucan 
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Lundy Lake, Ca,  

 

 the Sacramento River near Castle Crags 
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Gabe Parr from Stillwater Travel 

November 17 MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jen Luke, Assistant Fish Biologist, will provide an update on Chub removal from East 
Lake to the Sunriver Anglers at their November meeting.  Jen, who has worked for 
ODFW for approximately 25 years, manages the Salmon/Trout Enhancement Program 
in central Oregon.   

Jerry George, District Fish Biologist at ODFW will also introduce himself to the Anglers 
and report on the status of the Upper Deschutes River.  He will also discuss the 
Crooked River fishery which has been heavily impacted by current drought conditions. 

East Lake Chubb Removal  

By Chris Powers 

Jen Luke, Assistant Fish Biologist, will provide an update on Chub removal from East 
Lake to the Sunriver Anglers at their November meeting.  Jen, who has worked for 
ODFW for approximately 25 years, manages the Salmon/Trout Enhancement Program 
in central Oregon.  Jerry George, District Fish Biologist at ODFW will also introduce 
himself to the Anglers and report on the status of the Upper Deschutes River.  He will 
also discuss the Crooked River fishery which has been heavily impacted by current 
drought conditions. 
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The Chub Removal Program was initiated in 2010, at Lave Lake, under a collaboration 
between ODFW and the Anglers.  The success of this effort was then directed at the 
two other lakes in need of invasive species removal, namely East Lake and Paulina 
Lake.  The Anglers provide both volunteer effort as well as financial support for this on-
going removal program, most recently purchasing a capture net.  Jen reports that nearly 
18,000 lbs. of Chub were removed from East Lake during one of their early efforts.  
More recently, ODFW employs students from OSU-Cascades as interns to assist with 
removal efforts, trout measuring and release from collection nets. 

Chub, which were believed to have been introduced in East Lake in the early 1900’s, 
out-compete the sport fish species and must be removed periodically.  Chub typically 
spawns in July and congregate in shallow water which allows ODFW to employ large 
nets to capture them.  These nets also capture trout and thus need to be regularly 
tended to release them.  While this program has impacted Chub populations in the 
targeted lakes, it has not eliminated this invasive species.  ODFW plans to continue 
periodic Chub removal and is also developing programs to remove bullhead and catfish 
from Crane Prairie. 

The Anglers will meet on the third Thursday of November at the Sunriver Library at 7:00 
pm.  Interested parties should contact SRA at our website, www.SunriverAnglers.org or 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers.   

Been Fishing? – Belize Snook Trip by Jerry Hubbard 

I spent a week fishing the rivers out of Belize City, Belize. Seven anglers fished Sunday 
to Tuesday, took Wednesday off, then back to fishing on Thursday and Friday. Fishing 

http://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers
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for Snook was good. My biggest was 9 lbs. The Best Western Biltmore Hotel’s chef 
prepared our fish each night.  

 

Overall, a good trip. Jerry 

Sunriver Angler’s Fly-Tying Corner By: Phil Fischer 
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A few weeks ago, the seasons began to signal that inevitable change as we march toward 
winter. Slowly early fall and warmer weather turned to a nice crisp nip in the air. This 
change brings about a shift in hatches on our local rivers. Gone are terrestrials, and 
mayflies are waning. But a steady hatch to be counted upon, especially on warmer mid- 
winter days are midges. From now till springtime, midges will provide the most reliable 
dry fly opportunity on our local streams. It was this very situation that sent me back to 
the vice to create a new pattern that would imitate midge hatches. 
 
I had been fishing one of our local spring creeks and observed a bunch of fish feeding on 
a profuse, but exceedingly small midge. The fish were lined up, almost as if they were at 
the food court of a local mall. I did not have a good imitation in my box, so I sat down 
and got creative. Onstream, I had noticed numerous midge shucks floating by, apparently 
being left behind by the emerging midges. I decided to try and imitate this with a trailing 
shuck on the imitation. I settled on some UV Krystal Flash. For the abdomen, I chose a 
stripped peacock barb off a tailfeather.  
 
For the thorax, I used a very sparse peacock barb 
wound to add profile to the thorax. I used deer hair for the lay-down wing. Lastly, I used 
A Whiting Midge Grizzly saddle hackle to help with flotation. Each of these materials 
are rather delicate and break easily in trout teeth, so I used a bit of super glue before 
winding each material around the hook. This pattern is tied on a size 18 short shank 
barbless hook. But don’t hesitate to tie down to size 20’s and even 22’s. 
 
After tying a half dozen of this new midge creation, I was anxious to give it a try. The 
first time out, I eased in above a pod of feeding rainbows and delicately presented this 
pattern. It did not take long for the fish to pass judgement. The second cast I hooked into 
a nice 16” rainbow, and over the next hour and a half, I hooked and released about a 
dozen fish on this pattern.  
 
I remembered the analogy of observing the trout lined up to the food court, and so, the 
Food Court Midge was borne. Give this pattern a try this winter on the Fall, Crooked, 
Metolius or other favorite waters.  
 
Food Court Midge Materials List: 
 
Hook: Firehole 609 Barbless, Size 18 - 20 
Thread: Veevus 14/0, Black 
Trailing Shuck: UV Krystal Flash 



 8 

Abdomen: Polish Quill, Natural 
Thorax: Peacock 
Wing: Natural Deer Hair 
Hackle: Whiting Dry Fly Midge Saddle, Grizzly 
 
Tying instructions and steps are published in video form, and can be found on the 
Sunriver Anglers Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/, or at 
the following YouTube URL: https://youtu.be/53gSiehfGW8. 
 
Give the Food Court Midge a try during the midge hatch on one of our local rivers. If 
you have questions or would like additional information about this pattern, please email 
me. Or if you have suggestions on future patterns to feature in this column, I welcome 
your input. I can be reached at philfischer@sbcglobal.net. 
  
 
Check out the Sunriver Anglers at the Following Links:   
 
Sunriver Anglers Web Page: Sunriver Anglers - Home 
 
Sunriver Anglers Facebook: Sunriver Anglers | Sunriver OR | Facebook 
 
Sunriver Anglers YouTube:  Sunriver Anglers - YouTube 
 
Irrigation Report Upper Deschutes Water Flows 

Central Oregon Irrigation District Piping Project Paying Off 
Piping efforts increase flows in the Upper Deschutes River and generate a more reliable 

water supply for Jefferson County farmers 
  

Bend, OR (October 27, 2022) - Amid historic drought, Central Oregon Irrigation District 
(COID) completed the first phase of its canal-to-pipe water conservation project, 
benefiting farmers and the Deschutes River. 
  
Despite a challenging irrigation season, the district completed the project on time and 
delivered 21 cubic feet per second (cfs) of conserved water through its pipe to North 
Unit Irrigation District (NUID). As a result, NUID will forgo an equal amount of storage 
from Wickiup this winter, with the specific timing of the additional flow in the Deschutes 
River to be determined in coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 
  
One hundred percent of the water conserved through the 7.9-mile piping project 
between Redmond and Smith Rock is being used to address flow imbalances in the 
Upper Deschutes to address the habitat requirements associated with the Oregon 
Spotted Frog. 
  

https://youtu.be/53gSiehfGW8
https://sunriveranglers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVxitiY_oq5gGgsnNEb9FWA
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“We accomplished what we set out to do by converting canals to pipes,” said Craig 
Horrell, Central Oregon Irrigation District Manager. “Our goal has always been to help 
our neighboring farmers, increase winter flows in the Deschutes, and enhance Oregon 
spotted frog habitat.” 
  
Farmers were able to access much of their live flow and stored water supplies that were 
available even with the drought while simultaneously supporting fish and wildlife habitat 
and remaining in compliance with the Endangered Species Act. 
 
“COID’s conserved water project didn’t deliver as much water in the first year as we 
hoped due to the drought, but our farmers did benefit,” said NUID executive manager 
Mike Britton. “Every little bit of water helps.” 
 
Horrell said due to the drought, an early season canal breach, and working through 
kinks with the new system, the district delivered 21 cfs rather than 30 cfs as expected. 
“This is just the beginning of our conservation plan to boost releases by 200 cfs over the 
next seven years to meet the requirements of the Deschutes Basin Habitat 
Conservation Plan.” 
  
As recommended by the USFWS, the districts began releasing 105 cfs this week with 
the long-term goal to sustainably increase winter flows. The 21 cfs from COID's 
conserved water piping project will be released at a later date to benefit the Oregon 
spotted frog. Per the Plan, conserved water can either be added to the base flow in the 
river all winter, approximately an additional 20 cfs for this winter, or the total volume of 
approximately 7,000 acre-feet can be released later in the season. 
  
“The Deschutes Basin irrigation modernization projects are going to help us conserve 
water and improve winter flows in the river,” said Bridget Moran, field supervisor for the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. “However, the volume of water conserved (21 cfs) may 
provide a greater conservation benefit to OSF if released during the movement periods, 
which are disrupted by storage and release operations. In these initial stages of 
the Deschutes Basin Habitat Conservation Plan, there’s a stronger benefit to the 
Oregon spotted frog to store the saved water through the winter and release it at these 
important times during the frog’s life cycle. We’re working toward greater volumes that 
will have stronger biological benefit throughout the full winter season, and hope to 
achieve that in the next few years.” 
  
Upper Deschutes River winter flows are anticipated to dramatically increase from 100 
cfs to new flow rates determined through the Plan. Increasing the flows in the 
Deschutes River is critical for the Oregon spotted frog, listed as a threatened species 
under the Endangered Species Act in 2014. 

The Plan signed between the USFWS and irrigation districts in the Deschutes Basin 
requires that the amount of water flowing in the Deschutes below Wickiup Dam be a 
minimum of 100 cfs until 2028 when the level will increase to 300 cfs. 
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The Plan provides a roadmap for sustainable water management in the Deschutes 
Basin while promoting the conservation and recovery of a species listed under the 
Endangered Species Act. In the Deschutes River system, that’s the Oregon spotted 
frog. Prior to agreements made between the USFWS and irrigation districts, the level of 
water flowing out of Wickiup in winter was as low as 20 cfs. The smaller releases 
allowed Wickiup to refill faster in winter than it can today. With potentially less storage 
water available, irrigation districts are now piping their canals as a way to conserve 
water for farmers. 
  
“The irrigation districts’ focus on water conservation projects is paying off in a tangible 
way,” said Kate Fitzpatrick, executive director of the Deschutes River Conservancy. 
“Even in a year of extreme drought, one piping project in COID generated significant 
water for farmers in North Unit and is restoring 7,029 acre-feet to the Upper Deschutes 
River. We look forward to continuing to support the irrigation districts in this coordinated 
effort to balance water and improve river conditions in the basin.” 
 
Horrell said, “The frequency and intensity of drought events highlight the urgency to 
update antiquated irrigation infrastructure through water conservation projects like the 
one we completed. COID is committed to piping open canals and improving on-farm 
efficiencies to build a resilient future for agriculture, the river, and fish and wildlife 
habitat.” 
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Thank you sponsors 
 See below 

 

 
 

 


