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   The Sunriver Anglers Club is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to the preservation and 
promotion of responsible angling in 
the high desert region of Central 
Oregon. More information can be 
obtained by writing to P.O. Box 
4273, Sunriver, OR 97707, or by 
looking at our website: 
http://www.sunriveranglers.org 
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President’s Message 
 
 

 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
Hello Fellow Anglers! 
 
I'd like to take a moment to thank you for either joining the 
Sunriver Anglers or for renewing your memberships with us. 
(More on that later). We have two great volunteers (Kevin and 
Annie Gilmartin) who are helping us to update the Angler's 
current roster.  If you have joined in the past year and have not 
received an "official welcome package" which would have 
included a welcome letter, a club decal, and a name badge, 
please reach out and let me know.   
 
The Sunriver Anglers Club has been in existence since 1977.  As 
a club, our focus is on local conservation, education and of 
course, recreation.  As (hopefully) Covid restrictions subside we 
look forward to meeting in person and continuing our work the 
ODF&W and the Kokanee Karnival program and the STEM 
program with Three Rivers School.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.sunriveranglers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers
http://www.sunriveranglers.org/
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In the meantime, we have started to schedule some outings and a Spring kick-off event 
(Thanks Jerry Hubbard).  I believe the annual picnic will be able to return this year as 
well. That being said, if you have been waiting to renew your membership, please do so 
now either by signing up on the website- sunriveranglers.org  or you can send a check 
to the PO Box listed on this newsletter.   
 
A special thanks to Phil Fischer as he continues to update our website.  You can find 
Brian Smith's presentation from last month and more pictures and "fly recipes" from him 
there, as well as Brian's contact info.  Some of you were interested in purchasing his 
books- this is a great way to support and show appreciation for our speakers! 
 
This month we will have COF's Yancy Lind speaking about fishing the Williamson 
River.  We are planning an outing there this summer, so if it interests you, plan on 
attending!  If you need help figuring out how to use Zoom, please get in touch with me 
and we can have a 5 minute lesson to set you up.     
 
Hope to see you all soon!  rynie 
 
 
Check out the Sunriver Anglers Web Page.   
 
We have added significant new content, as follows: 
 
There is a page where we have loaded recordings from several of our recent 
meetings.  Most recently, Brian Smith spoke on Fly Fishing British Columbia.  Check out 
the video and related materials at the following link: 
 
https://www.sunriveranglers.org/sys/website/?pageId=18150 
 
We have also uploaded the Newsletter archives back to 2016.  You can access these 
resources at the following link: 
 
https://www.sunriveranglers.org/sys/website/?pageId=8689 
 
Additionally, we have uploaded the Sunriver Anglers Fly Tying Corner archives.  This 
page has links to articles with fishing tips and techniques and trying instructions for 
about 60-70 fly patterns for fishing our Central Oregon lakes and streams.  Check them 
out here: 
 
https://www.sunriveranglers.org/sys/website/?pageId=18148 
 
We will continue updating the website to contain valuable resources for Sunriver 
Anglers members. 

 
 

http://sunriveranglers.org/
https://www.sunriveranglers.org/sys/website/?pageId=18150
https://www.sunriveranglers.org/sys/website/?pageId=8689
https://www.sunriveranglers.org/sys/website/?pageId=18148
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February Meeting 

You are invited to join the virtual member meeting Thursday, February 17, 2022 7:00 

PM!  If you need the Zoom link, please contact Rynie at email: ryniesra@gmail.com 

EVENT DETAILS: 

Flyfishing the Williamson River and the Upper Klamath Basin 

 

mailto:ryniesra@gmail.com
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The Sunriver Anglers will host Yancy Lind, an avid angler and self-proclaimed “fisheries 
activist”, at its February monthly meeting.  Yancy will provide a “nuts and bolts” 
presentation on flyfishing the Williamson River and the Upper Klamath Basin. He is a 
prominent 17-year member of the Central Oregon Flyfishers (COF) currently serving as 
Programs chair.  Yancy has also served as President, Vice President and Chair of key 
committee functions such as conservation, education and outings. The COF is the 
largest flyfisher organization in Oregon boasting nearly 500 members although the 
current pandemic has reduced its active membership to 300 or so.  COF is a Bend 
based organization that promotes restoration of local fish habitat.   

Yancy plans to describe the fantastic fishing in the Basin and the where and how to’s of 
places to stay, places to eat, places to put in/takeout, prime fish locations, and 
appropriate fishing gear for the most effective technique to employ on Upper Klamath 
Lake.  That technique is a sub-surface style which utilizes slow sinking line, leech 
patterns and stripping back slowly until the big 20+” Klamath Basin red band trout make 
your day.  As Yancy would say “the tug is the drug” for addicted anglers.  These lake-
bound fish grow rapidly and get quite large on the abundant aquatic insects in the Lake 
which was formed 100 years ago when the marshland was dammed.   

The Lake has a very large surface area (some 200 sq. mi.) but is typically shallow (6 ft. 
or so).  Numerous cold-water springs dot the Lake which provide havens for trout in the 
summer when general water temperatures rise.  According to Yancy, if you know their 
locations, you can do well perhaps landing a couple dozen trout in an 
afternoon.  Fishing pressure on the Lake is minimal.  Yancy recently fished the Lake 
over a 5 day stretch and encountered, at most, a half dozen fellow enthusiasts. 

Yancy remains active in Deschutes Basin water quality and allocation issues.  He 
maintains a blog and post advocacy articles on it regularly.  He supports several 
conservation groups such as Water Watch as a board member, Central Oregon Land 
Watch, the Deschutes Land Trust and the Association of Northwest Steelheaders.  He 
was the founder of the Deschutes Basin Chapter of the Association of Steelheaders and 
currently he serves on the ODFW Restoration and Enhancement Board.  His blog can 
be found at www.coinformedangler.org 

The February Sunriver Anglers Meeting will be held via Zoom on February 17, 2022 and 
will start at 7:00 pm.  Anyone interested in participating in this meeting should contact 
Rynie Miyashiro at rynieSRA@gmail.com for permission and login particulars. 

 

March 17 Meeting 

 

Bryon Salaz, a native central Oregonian and long-time guide, will discuss redband trout 

fishing on the lower Deschutes River with the Sunriver Anglers at their March 17th 

meeting.  As most local anglers are aware, the lower Deschutes is “big water” and 

demands particular tactics or techniques to produce results.   

http://www.coinformedangler.org/
mailto:rynieSRA@gmail.com
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Redband Trout Fishing on the Lower Deschutes 

Bryon will cover the many challenges trout enthusiasts would encounter on the river.  

These include using the appropriate gear, reading the water, understanding the unique 

behaviors/ habits of Deschutes redband trout and handling the steep water around deep 

gravel bars and congested junctions in the river. 

Bryon is quick to point out anglers need not be intimidated by these challenges nor feel 

the river is too big to wade.  He plans to identify numerous stretches or segments of the 

river where access lends itself to wading or casting from the bank.  He will also spend 

time discussing the specifics of the prevalent hatches of interest on the river such as the 

Caddis, Stonefly, Green Drake and Pale Morning Dun.   

Of course, river float trips are a key way to experience the Lower Deschutes and Bryon, 

who maintains a Bureau of Land Management special use guide permit, will cover 

available options, permit requirements and timing.  In his business, he emphasizes 

overnight, multi-day camping trips which cover longer reaches of the river as the most 

complete river adventure.  These longer trips afford exposure to multiple conditions and 

use of varied techniques, like dry fly, nymphing, streamers, and the new, in-vogue Euro-

nymphing.   
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As a guide for Cascade Outfitters over the past 15 years, Bryon has led many outings to 

other, productive Oregon rivers such as the Williamson, the Rogue and certain Coastal 

waters in search of fall steelhead runs.  His website is www.legendaryflyfishing.com. It 

provides an excellent overview of his experience, interests and availability.  The 

Sunriver Angler meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month, specifically, 

March 17. 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  Those interested in attending this Zoom meeting should 

contact Rynie Miyashiro at ryniesra@gmail.com for the required permissions and 

meeting specifications. 

 

Red Flashback Pheasant Tail 

Sunriver Angler’s Fly-Tying Corner 

By: Phil Fischer 

 

 

The Red Flashback Pheasant Tail was introduced to me by Fred Foisset at the 

Hook Fly Shop on one of my very early trips to Sunriver.  Fred recommended it 

for imitating Callibaetis nymphs up on East Lake, where the color variation is a 

little darker than average.  This fly is a standard Flashback Pheasant Tail nymph 

but is tied with a dyed red ringneck pheasant tail feather that produces very well 

in our local Central Oregon Lakes and rivers.  Fast forward several years later, I 

fished this pattern on Hosmer Lake during mid-summer, casting it as tightly to the 

tule edges as I could.  I had many strikes and fish to net that day and have not 

been without this pattern in my box ever since. 

 

In lakes I will fish this pattern under a strike indicator, often moving the fly with 

short pulls to pop the indicator underwater and allow it to resurface. I also fish 

http://www.legendaryflyfishing.com/
mailto:ryniesra@gmail.com
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this pattern on an intermediate sink line stripped back in short choppy strips.  For 

still waters I generally use brass beads, as the heavier tungsten beads sink too 

fast to be realistic. In rivers, I often use the Flashback Pheasant Tail as the top 

fly, both with brass or tungsten beads depending on flow rate and depth, and will 

attach a lightly weight nymph, such as a Serendipity as the dropper.  Give this 

pattern a try this upcoming season. 

 

Red Flashback Pheasant Tail Materials List: 

Hook:  718, size 14-18 

Bead: Gold or Copper Bead to match hook size (2.7mm or 7/64” for a size 14) 

Thread:  Ultra 140 Denier, olive 

Tail:  Red Pheasant Tail Fibers 

Abdomen:  Red Pheasant Tail Fibers 

Thorax: Peacock Tail Barbs 

Legs: Hungarian Partridge Barred Feather 

Wing Case:  Red Pheasant Tail Fibers 

Flash:  Mirage Tinsel Large, Opal 

 

Tying instructions and steps are being published in video form, and can be found 

on the Sunriver Anglers Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/, or at the following YouTube URL:  

https://youtu.be/0DQHkmzfYtQ. Experiment with this pattern on our local lakes 

and rivers. If you have questions or would like additional information about the 

Red Flashback Pheasant Tail pattern, please do not hesitate to email me. Or if 

you have suggestions on future patterns to feature in this column, I welcome your 

input. I can be reached at Philfischer@sbcglobal.net. 

 

SR Anglers New Educational Tool 

 SRA published the following YouTube page for Sunriver Anglers. 
 
Sunriver Anglers - YouTube 
 
Anglers are encouraged people to subscribe to this page so they can stay caught up on the videos we will 
publish periodically. 
 
Also, the recent Meeting on Crane Prairie is now published and we should include the following link in the 
Newsletter: 
 
Sunriver Anglers Meeting 10/21/21 - Crane Prairie Reservoir 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/
https://youtu.be/0DQHkmzfYtQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVxitiY_oq5gGgsnNEb9FWA
https://youtu.be/mnPSPiW5yRs
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Sunriver Anglers Meeting 10/21/21 - 

Crane Prairie Reservoir 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/fwodgy-u2c8 

And if you want to be amongst the first to be notified of new content, please subscribe to this YouTube page.  You 
will receive a notification when new content is available. 

 

Been Fishing? 

 

Bob Maina from Molokai. 27" bonefish. 

 

 

Deschutes River Conservancy – Water News – click on link 

https://sunriveranglers.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ETdeWTi%2fed6x5T79RZ1za3qVD6gRA20M9yDKDsZuF5l2kp50rCKcMPksql8APM0KTVt08bHxScOel2AeXjCCm7BC0jgCTTW7M802JprSm7I%3d
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Having trouble viewing this email? View it in your web browser 

    

 

Oregon Water Report  

 

 

The Deschutes Partnership 

Supporting Successful Reintroduction 
of Salmon in Steelhead 

 

Since the late 1990s the Deschutes River Conservancy, the Upper Deschutes 

Watershed Council, the Crooked River Watershed Council, and the Deschutes 

Land Trust have worked together to restore habitat conditions to support the 

successful reintroduction of salmon and steelhead into the Whychus Creek, Metolius River, 

and lower Crooked River systems. 

A report released this year shows the progress made by the Deschutes Partnership from 

2017 to 2021. Additional information includes funding sources and project allocations as 

well as the lessons learned from the large-scale collaborative work the consortium has 

achieved in the Deschutes Basin.  

 

Show Me the Report  

  

     

 
Passing of a longtime friend – Donna McDonnell 
 
Donna McDonnell 
 
August 4, 1940 - December 7, 2021 
 
Denver, Colorado - Donna Jones McDonnell, aged 81, died peacefully Dec. 7, in her 
Denver home surrounded by loved ones, after suffering a stroke in November. 
 
Donna grew up in Kansas City and graduated from Baker University in 1958. After 
teaching for 3 years, she joined TWA as a flight attendant, moving to Los Angeles, and 
was soon promoted to supervisor. She later became Manager of Flight Attendant 

https://deschutesriverconservancy.salsalabs.org/drcnewsletter-feb10-2022-1?wvpId=3d48b67a-8831-4216-bbbc-66dd951ce577
https://default.salsalabs.org/T7566167d-3c09-45ed-b840-0a74739b556d/3d48b67a-8831-4216-bbbc-66dd951ce577
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Operations for TWA's entire LA domicile. 
She met and married Jack McDonnell, an aeronautical engineer for McDonnell Douglas 
in 1967 and they shared 54 years of wonderful experiences, friendships, travels, and 
very gratifying volunteer services to give back to their communities. They moved to 
Sunriver, Oregon 23 years ago, where they built their retirement dream home. 
 

 
 
 
 
Donna spent much of her time on causes she believed in, and cherished the friendships 
made along the way. Whether helping disadvantaged children, supporting the arts, or 
her activism in the Republican Party, she firmly believed "anything worth doing is worth 
doing right," and gave her best effort to every endeavor. 
 
Surviving are her husband Jack; her mother Pat Jones (102 yrs) of Overland Park; 
sister Kay Barkis (Marvin) and brother-in-law Bob McDonnell (LaVerne) and her beloved 
nieces and nephews and their families: Anne (Matt) and Will (Priya) and John (Kristen) 
Barkis, and Paul (Marcia) and Steve McDonnell and Janice (Dale) Turner and Diane 
(Eddie) Swick. 
 
A memorial service will be held at a later date. 
 
 

For Sale 

na 

 
Thank You Sponsors – see next page for our supporters. 
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