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President’s Message 
 
Hello Fellow Anglers! 
 
Well, who knew I would be back in the president's seat again so 
soon!?  For those of you who haven't been around the past 
couple of years, I was the president of the Sunriver Anglers in 
2017.  I have also been the meeting and outing coordinator for 
several years, a post I especially enjoyed when we were able to 
meet in person.  My husband Mike and I moved up here full time 
when we retired 10 years ago.   
 
Shortly thereafter we decided to take up fly fishing, and with the 
help of the local Fly Shops, we got "hooked" (pun 
intended).  One thing led to another and we found ourselves at 
the Sunriver Anglers meetings.  It took us a while to commit to 
volunteering for anything, now we find ourselves fishing less, but 
still with a passion for the social/recreational, educational and 
conservation tenets of the club.  I invite anyone with any of these 
passions to step forward and contribute a little time and effort to 
this amazing club. 
 
I won't lie to you, these are going to be some challenging times, 
both for the club and for everyone one else in the world.  Yet I 
feel that things are starting to change for the better.  Our little 
club has a plan, and at our board meeting at the end of last 
month, I could feel some renewed energy flowing, even from us 
old geezers.  I am so thankful that our board members stepped 
up, and that many of you of the general membership are willing 
to work in the background, online, or on certain projects...we will 
be talking about some of that later. 
 
For now, the board has agreed that we should have small 
outings or even just get togethers where we could talk fishing, 
maybe tie or show some flies together.  Stay tuned, and if you 
have ideas or suggestions for outings, speakers or want to find 
out how you can be a board member or volunteer extraordinaire, 
please don't hesitate to get a hold of me. 
 
rynie miyashiro 
rynieSRA@gmail.com 
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Outing to Hosmer Lake 
Doug Vakoc and Mal Murphy will lead an outing to Hosmer Lake on Wednesday, 
October 20.  The kayak/canoe hatch should be over by then, and the lake 
usually fishes well in October. 
 
It will be the usual: $5 per participant, lunch (probably hamburgers, hot dogs, beans & 
salad) provided; meet at the Country Store at 8:00 or at the lake anytime you want. 
Lunch about 1:00, fish as long as you can see your line. To sign up contact Mal Murphy 
at malmurphy4@gmail.com, 541 815-4353, or doug@vakoc.com 541 390-3168 before 
October 18 so they can buy the correct amount of food. Water and soda provided, bring 
your own coffee or booze. 
 
Thanks, Mal 
malmurphy4@gmail.com 

 

Fly Fishing Crane Prairie Reservoir  
Please join us October 21st at 7:00 pm for an incredible evening with SRA member 
(and new co-vice president) Phil Fischer.  The virtual "doors" open at 6:30. Please plan 
to check in by 6:50.  If you are not familiar with using ZOOM, please contact me for a 
private "how to" session prior to the event.  It's easy and it's free.  If you have friends 
that want to attend, please let me know so I can get their names on the attendee 
list.  Please check your email the week of the event for the passcode. 
     The Sunriver Anglers will welcome one of its own at its October monthly meeting, our 
first of the fall.  Phil Fischer will provide his expert advice on fishing the challenging 
Crane Prairie Reservoir.  Phil plans to offer an overview of key locations, demonstrate 
effective techniques and share appropriate fly patterns for each season on Crane. 
     Phil’s expertise is acknowledged within the club as he regularly publishes fly tying 
instruction on patterns, he has used to catch more than his fair share of trout from “the 
fabulous still waters of Central Oregon”.  Most notably, Phil will present his Callibaetis 
Life Cycle fly patterns which are very well known within the fly-fishing community.  Phil 
plans to augment his presentation within his own photography gathered over many 
years of fishing throughout the Western United States. 
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Glass Bead Black Assassin 

Sunriver Angler’s Fly-Tying Corner 
By: Phil Fischer 
 

 

I have been experimenting with fly patterns out on Crane Prairie throughout this 
summer.  One fly that kept coming up in various fishing reports is Tom Loe’s 
Assassin pattern.  Tom is a guide from the Eastern Sierra in California that 
recently relocated to Central Oregon. He brought with him a lot of stillwater 
expertise, and some of his well-known patterns, including the Assassin. The 
Assassin is a caddis imitation, and there are prolific caddis populations in many 
of our local lakes, including Crane Prairie. So, I decided to find out on my own if 
the hype over the Assassin is real. After the first trip, this fly is now a permanent 
fixture in my fly box, as it has been responsible for numerous nice rainbows on 
Crane Prairie. 
 
This pattern is tied in a variety of colors, and mirror’s the caddis pupa Bird’s Nest 
Pattern, developed by Cal Bird from the 1950’s. This pattern is popular in black, 
dark brown, olive and tan. In the lighter olive and tan colors, it is an excellent 
imitation for Callibaetis nymphs. In the darker colors and smaller sizes, it is an 
excellent imitation for both caddis and midge pupa. For my version of the Black 
Assassin, I modified the original pattern slightly. Rather than a solid black 
dubbing for the body of this fly, I used a blend of black and Canadian Black 



 4 

simulated seal. This adds color and texture to the pattern.  And for the hackle, 
the original pattern uses lemon wood duck, and I substituted a mottled gray Coq 
de Leon hen feather. Lastly, weight this fly to your preference. It can be tied 
weight-free, with a glass bead to enable it to sink slowly, with some non-toxic 
wire to speed up the sink rate, or with a brass or tungsten bead to get the fly to 
depth quickly. 
 
I fish this pattern under a strike indicator as the dropper fly in tandem with a black 
balanced leech, which is the subject of an earlier Fly-Tying Corner article from 
July 2020 Anglers Newsletter (YouTube Link: https://youtu.be/JIdr0ztMMkQ).  
This pair of flies was especially effective as fish congregated in the channels on 
Crane Prairie during the heat of summer.  The leech pattern is weighted, and the 
Assassin is lightly weighted and sinks very slowly to act like the natural caddis 
pupa. As fall approaches and the water cools, try this pattern on a midge tip line 
and retrieve it very slowly on the shallows and flats on Crane Prairie.   
 
Glass Bead Black Assassin Materials List: 

Hook:  609, size 14-18 
Thread:  Ultra 140 Denier, Black 
Weight:  Glass Seed Bead, Gunmetal 
Tail:  Whiting Brahma Hen, Black 
Rib:  Medium Wire, Red 
Body:  75% Cascade Crest Tools Euro-Seal, Black  

25% Arizona Simi Seal, Canadian Black 
Hackle: Whiting Coq De Leon Hen Wing in Mottled Gray 

 
Tying instructions and steps are being published in video form, and can be found 
on the Sunriver Anglers Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/, or at the following YouTube URL: 
https://youtu.be/SmUd5OnlfsQ. Experiment with this pattern during the caddis 
hatches on our local lakes throughout the summer and fall. If you have questions 
or would like additional information about the Glass Bead Black Assassin pattern, 
please do not hesitate to email me. Or if you have suggestions on future patterns 
to feature in this column, I welcome your input. I can be reached at 
Philfischer@sbcglobal.net. 
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Kids Free Fishing Day 2022 
 
It is with sincere regret that John Eckholt and I can no longer co-chair the Sunriver 
Angler Youth Free Fish Day (YFFD).  It is our hope that once we get past COVID, 
someone/s will volunteer to spearhead the event. 
 
The YFFD is one of the premiere Sunriver Anglers’s annual events.  For those who are 
not familiar with the event, it is held on the 1st Saturday of June.  Kids fourteen years 
and under and their families can participate in a number of morning educational 
opportunities including fish painting, tattooing (non-permanent of course), casting 
instruction, viewing live fish displays, storytelling in a huge “salmon tent”, and visiting 
with the famous “Talking Trout”. The highlight of the day is fishing at the beautiful 
Caldera Springs Obsidian Lake for trophy trout provided by the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife.  And after a great time of activities and fishing, the entire family is 
invited to a free hot dog lunch. 
 
After many years of co-chairing the event, I am not sure who has the most fun based on 
watching the faces of both the kids, their parents, and the many dedicated Sunriver 
Angler volunteers that support the program year after year. 
 
Whoever takes our place will NOT be alone or without support.  Because the YFFD is 
such an important community event, it enjoys the sponsorship of the Sunriver Resort, 
Caldera Springs Resort, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Forest Service, 
SRPD, SRFD, and many other community organizations.  Nearly all the section 
coordinators have worked the event for more than a decade, and the SR Anglers 
always come through to ensure the event’s success.  John and I will help mentor our 
successor/s and we will provide detailed written guides, timelines, contacts, draft letters, 
etc. 
 
The Sunriver Angler YFFD is an important part of our south county community, so we 
need to find someone/s who can continue this Sunriver Anglers’ rich tradition. 
 
Both John and I welcome any inquiries and will gladly meet with anyone interested in 
learning more about assuming a leadership role. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration, we look forward to hearing from you, 
 
John Eckholt; phone (253) 720-2229 
Jim Adams: phone (541) 390-3353     
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Fly Fishing the 3 Seasons of Alaska – Nov. 18 Meeting 

Brian’s presentation to the Anglers will be via a zoom meeting, which will occur at 7:00 
pm on November 18, 2021.   The zoom meeting access will open at 6:30 p.m.  
Interested people may contact Rynie at ryniesra@gmail.com for information on the 
zoom meeting details. 

Brian O’Keefe, a self-proclaimed ski bum and fervent fly fisherman, will return to the 
November 18th Sunriver Anglers monthly meeting to present an overview of fly fishing 
the 3 seasons of Alaska.  Brian is a widely published and extensively traveled fisherman 
who also engages in scenic nature photography, his “hobby out of control”.  His work 
has been published in the major fishing magazines like Field and Stream, Outdoor Life 
and American Angler. 

 

  

Brian will use his more than 50 trips to Alaska to form the wealth of information he will 
cover with the Anglers.  He has visited with the Anglers on several occasions over the 
years with his first discussion occurring in 1976.  Brian currently lives in eastern Oregon 
and works for Elevenexperience, Inc. out of Colorado as a writer, photographer, and 
booking guide.   A native Washingtonian, he has resided in several Central Oregon 
locations where he fully adopted the Oregonian lifestyle. 

Brian intends to provide information on the geography/locations, techniques, equipment 
and proper lures for each of the distinct seasons of the Alaska fishing experience which 
runs from June 1 through October 1.  In addition, he will provide his perspective on the 
multitude of ways to access that experience ranging from the high end guided, lodge-
based excursion to the self-guided camp-out along an isolated trout stream.  His main 
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message for the Anglers is Alaska is accessible and he hopes to educate them on the 
short cuts, or ins and outs of traveling to one his favorite environments.   

More information on Brian’s activities can be found on his website at 
http://brianokeefephotography.com.   

Brian’s presentation to the Anglers will be via a zoom meeting, which will occur at 7:00 
pm on November 18, 2021.   The zoom meeting access will open at 6:30 p.m.  
Interested people may contact Rynie at ryniesra@gmail.com for information on the 
zoom meeting details. 

 

Conservation 

Forest Stories | Oregon Forest Conservation Coalition (forestlegacy.org) 

Launching Tillamook Forest Stories 
 

The Tillamook Rainforest is many things to many people and creatures. It’s home to fish 
and wildlife, including salmon and steelhead that feed ecosystems and fuel local 
economies. It’s a place of refuge, sustenance, and play for thousands of visitors every 
week, and a source of clean water and air for millions of Oregonians every day. In a 
new video series, a handful of forest users share their stories about their place in 
the Tillamook. Together, they speak to the importance of our work to protect this 
landscape for all of us. 
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Thank You to Our Sponsors 

 

 

 


