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Presidents Message 

First of all, I would like to wish everyone a very happy new year. I 
know that this year has not started out as I am sure we all hoped 
that it would. Who would have thought that 2021 would be a 
continuation of 2020, if not worse? The COVID pandemic 
continues unabated, the lock downs and restrictions continue 
with no end in sight, and the political upheaval and acrimony 
have worsened.  

But there is a brighter side. Hopefully the COVID vaccines hold a 
promise for our future and the end of the pandemic. I also hope 
and pray that we can resolve to put aside our political differences 
and become the great nation of our past. 

In the mean time I have turned off the news channels. I have 
found all the music channels on my television instead. Smooth 
jazz, classic country, classic rock, and Christian music is much 
more soothing to my mind and soul. I am going through all my 
flies and trying to sort them into types and figure them out. I even 
have a book “Fly fishing for dummies” and a DVD on fly fishing 
that I am watching. My hope is that I can “hit the ground running” 
this spring or should I say “hit the lakes and streams” with better 
knowledge and technique this spring. 

I truly hope that all are staying healthy and sane during this 
difficult time and look forward to when we can meet and gather 
together again. 

Till then, tip up and line tight, 

Dave       

 

 

 

. 
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MEETING:  January 21, 2021 via Zoom 
 
Garrett Lesko 
Smallmouth Bass fishing  
Virtual Meeting on Zoom 7pm 

Garrett Lesko has been tying flies for over 8 years after obtaining an old vise.  He 
specializes in deer hair bass bugs, but ties many other types of flies that have 
been fished all over the world. He takes a lot of inspiration from tyers like Pat Cohen, 
Andres Anderson, and Shawn West. He has been a featured tyer in Fly Fishing and 
Tying Journal. 

Topic: Sunriver Anglers January Meeting 
Time: Jan 21, 2021 06:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85992718201?pwd=ZDlWdFZtYjFTdmRLcDdxSHNyZDRwZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 859 9271 8201 
Passcode: 475961 

 

MEETING:  February 18, 2021 via Zoom 

Chris Wisniewski 
Section Manager - Inland Fisheries Service (IFS) 
Tasmania, Australia 
 
Chris began work with the IFS in 1989 as a compliance officer based at a remote hydro 
village in the Central Highlands of Tasmania, the heart of Australian trout fishing. In 
1995, European carp were found in two highland trout lakes. To keep the carp 
contained, the lakes were closed to the public. Chris transferred to the Carp Eradication 
Program in the role of compliance and community education, then became leader of the 
Program in 2002. In 2009, he began his current role as manager of field operations at 
IFS, including compliance, research, and recreational and commercial fisheries.  
 
Chris previously presented at American Fisheries Society conferences in St Paul/ 
Minneapolis and Nashville and is a regular presenter at Australian fisheries 
conferences. Chris is a keen fly fisherman and has fished all over the world including 
the clear mountain waters of the Sunriver area of Oregon. 
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Sunriver Angler’s Fly-Tying Corner 
By: Phil Fischer 
Elk Hair Caddis 

 

The Elk Hair Caddis is one of the most popular fly patterns in fly fishing. It was 
originally designed by Al Troth in the 1950’s for fishing his home waters in 
Pennsylvania. The	pattern	floats	like	a	cork	and	you	can	fish	it	so	many	different	ways:	
dead-drifted,	skittering	on	the	surface,	stripped	in	the	surface	film,	or	even	as	a	diving	
caddis.	Its excellent Caddis-like profile and buoyant design make it an extremely effective 
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fly pattern. Over time its popularity grew in the faster and more riffled waters of the 
Western United States.   

The Elk Hair Caddis is a relatively easy fly to tie and is an excellent pattern for those 
newer to fly tying. It can be tied in numerous color combinations, as there is a myriad of 
natural caddis species in different sizes and colors. I tied this fly to specifically imitate 
the Mother’s Day Caddis hatch on several of our local rivers, particularly the Crooked. 

This hatch is profuse starting in May each year in and around Mother’s Day. Legions of 
caddisflies hatch and skitter on the surface of the Crooked and provoke aggressive 
surface activity by hungry trout. The Mother’s Day Caddis, its common name, is more 
specifically an American Grannom Caddis or Brachycentrus Americanus. It has an olive 
body and slate colored wing and ranges in size from 14-18, with the most common in a 
size 16. The materials I used for this fly closely imitate the natural and also closely 
follow Al Troth’s original.   

Cast this pattern just above rising trout and let the fly dead-drift toward the rise form. If 
you are not raising fish, try a size smaller or larger. Or alternatively, impart some very 
subtle movement on your fly with slight wiggles of a raised rod tip. Ideally, you don’t 
want to do much more than twitch the fly. Often trout key in on fly movement and this 
technique can mean the difference between a take and a refusal. Give this pattern a try on 
some of our local Central Oregon rivers come Mother’s Day. It works! 

Elk Hair Caddis Materials List: 

Hook:   Firehole 609 or 419 Size 14-18 
Thread:   Danville’s 6/0 Flat Waxed, Olive Brown 
Rib:  Ultra Wire, Small, Olive 
Abdomen: Fly Fish Food Bruiser Blend Junior Dubbing, Olive Brown 
Hackle:  Whiting Dry Fly Midge Saddle, Grizzly Dyed Dun 
Wing:   Natural Deer or Elk Hair suitable for Comparaduns 
  

Tying instructions and steps are published in video form, and can be found on the 
Sunriver Anglers Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/, or at 
the following YouTube URL:  https://youtu.be/L4J5mWXCM_I 
 
Experiment with this pattern during caddis time in Spring and early Summer on Central 
Oregon’s Rivers. If you have questions or would like additional information about this 
pattern, please don’t hesitate to email me. Or if you have suggestions on future patterns to 
feature in this column, I welcome your input. I can be reached at 
Philfischer@sbcglobal.net. 
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Fishing News -   John Day in the Winter / Rynie & Mike 
 
Last week we took a short road trip to the John Day River.  We were the only ones 
camping at the Service Creek Campground.  The water is easily accessible and the 
current was gentle.  In spite of the recent rain, the water was clear.  The only thing 
missing was the fish.  Or maybe they were there but smarter than us.  In any case, in 
this time of social distancing it was the perfect trip.  We saw one other angler. The roads 
were clear, and no traffic at all. We stopped at the Fossil Beds National Monument on 
the way home.  Kind of made me dream of owning a switch or spey rod....we'll have to 
see what happens next....  Rynie and Mike 
 

 
 
 
 
Conservation  
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issued an Incidental Take Permit to the Deschutes Basin 
Board of Control member districts and the City of Prineville. After twelve years of hard 
work by USFWS, it is great to be at this point today and excited the conservation to be 
achieved through this historic agreement.  Implementation of the Deschutes Basin HCP 
comes next. 
 
For more information about the effort, please see:  
https://usfwspacificnw.medium.com/sharing-the-river-
3157485d4d50?source=friends_link&sk=ce1a03dc5b42f980c852bda0e504d647 
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Sharing the River 

Conserving Natural Resources 
Through Collaboration 

usfwspacificnw.medium.com 

 
Final documents on the Deschutes HCP website will be posted here:  
https://www.fws.gov/Oregonfwo/articles.cfm?id=149489716 

OFWO - Deschutes River Basin Habitat Conservation Plan 

HCP UPDATE. The Deschutes Basin final environmental impact statement 
(FEIS) and final Habitat Conservation Plan published in the Federal Register 
November 6, 2020. Per the requirements of the Endangered Species Act, a 
permit decision will be made no sooner than 30 days after the publication date 
of the final HCP and FEIS.   www.fws.gov 

 
ODFW News Releases and link to subscribe: 
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2020/index.asp   
Click on the red envelope below the cover picture on the link to subscribe.    
 
Water News 
Reservoir Levels and Upper Deschutes Flows:  for current reservoir fill levels and 
stream flows, follow the following link to the US Bureau of Reclamation:    
thttps://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html 
 
Oregon Water Supply Report  
Follow this link to see the latest OWRD Water Conditions/Drought report. 
 https://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/programs/climate/droughtwatch/Pages/Current-Conditions.aspx 
 

https://www.deschutesriver.org/blog/funding-to-benefit-oregons-rivers-and-farmers-
moving-through-legislation/ 
 
Conservation Plans 
https://www.bendbulletin.com/localstate/environment/districts-make-last-ditch-effort-to-
conserve-water-for-deschutes-river/article_f6adf884-39b7-11eb-ab92-
6fe08cef814a.html?fbclid=IwAR1cEISdEzwlxESuAcTXLWDD-
oODbjH1bOqlICFHXGAC1JG0qXgcSZK5gRY  
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FRED MEYER’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM 
 
The Sunriver Anglers will be credited with a reward from your purchase. Money from the 
Community Rewards Program will be added to support our club projects. 
 
How to participate: 

1. Link your Fred Meyer rewards card to the Anglers at: 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 

2. Scroll down and click on “Link your rewards card now” 
3. Click on “Sign In” if you are already registered with the Fred Meyer 

rewards program.  If not, then click on “Register” and fill in the registration 
information. 

4. “Find Your Organization” should appear on the next screen. 
5. Enter following number in the box to link your card to the Anglers: 87237 

and click on “Search.” 
6. Sunriver Anglers should appear below “Organization Name.”  Click on the 

circle to the left of Sunriver Anglers and then click on “Enroll” You are now 
done.  

 
Member-Get-A-Member              

Every time you recruit a new member, you help strengthen the Sunriver Anglers.   

Recruiting a member is easy—when you connect with fellow anglers at meetings, 
online, or while fishing, simply tell them how you benefit from your membership in 
the Sunriver Anglers and suggest that they visit www.sunriveranglers.org to learn 
more about the value of membership.  

If they decide to join, ask them to put your name on the membership application 
(available on our website) so you get the credit.  It's that simple.   You’re Reward?   

A Sunriver Brew Pub $10 gift card!  

Thank You Sunriver Brewing Company for your support of the Anglers? Not into the 
cold and want to get your mind in a war 
 
Facebook 
 
The Sunriver Anglers has a Facebook page which members and anglers can post items 
of interest.  Go to: https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers 
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For a list of Resources – check our web site at:    www.SunriverAnglers.org 
 
Swap Meet - For Sale and or Wanted 
 
If you have fishing items for sale or need fishing gear, please contact Jerry Hubbard at 
jerryhubbard1943@gmail.com.  Please provide a good description of the item(s) and 
contact information. 
 

 


