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VP: Open 
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Dave Kreps 
 
Secretary:  
Jerry Hubbard 
 
Treasurer:  Open 
(Interim: Doug Vakoc) 
 
 
2020 Board Members: 
Jim Adams 
Dan Arnold 
Phil Fischer 
John Eckholt 
Rynie Miyashiro 
Jeff Wieland  
Mal Murphy 
  
Publicity Director: 
Chris Powers 
 
Newsletter:  
Jerry Hubbard 
 
Outings, Topics & Speakers 
Director:  Rynie Miyashiro  

On-line Admin: Chris Breault 

 
The Sunriver Anglers Club is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to the preservation and 
promotion of responsible angling in 
the high desert region of Central 
Oregon. More information can be 
obtained by writing to P.O. Box 
4273, Sunriver, OR 97707, or by 
looking at our website: 
http://www.sunriveranglers.org 
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https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers 

The Official Publication of the Sunriver Anglers Club 

www.SunriverAnglers.org 

August 18, 2021 

Sunriver Anglers President – Dave Kreps, has resigned as our 
President. The Anglers Board thanks Dave for his service and 
time as President and Vice President., We hope Dave continues 
his membership and joins us at upcoming outings and events. 
 
Due to the recent rise of the Covid-19 Delta Variant, increasing 
local cases, and Governor Brown’s State Mask Mandate, the 
Anglers Board has decided to postpone the September 9th picnic, 
and the Anglers Holiday Party until next year. 

The Shevlin Park Kokanee Karnival appears to be on track to 
occur in the Spring of next year, but still waiting confirmation for 
the Fall River Hatchery Kokanee Karnival due to our local 
schools in need of bus drivers to bring students to the event. 

We are eagerly seeking anglers who will consider signing up to 
serve during the remaining 2021 term, and continue into 2022 for 
the following positions:  
 
>  President 
>  Vice President (becomes President in 2023) 
>  Treasurer (Doug Vakoc serving as interim until Dec. 2021) 
>  Secretary – Jerry Hubbard will continue to serve through 
December 31 2021, with plans to relocate in late spring 2022. 
>  On-line administrator – Chris Breault will continue to serve 
through Dec. 31, 2021, and available to orient a new volunteer. 
 
To volunteer please contact Jerry Hubbard at 541-390-9798 or  
at  jerryhubbard1943@gmail.com. 
 
With thanks and appreciation, 

Your Sunriver Anglers Board of Directors 
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EVENTS 

The Lake in the Dunes Trip 1 is scheduled for Sept. 21-23 and is sold-out. As we near  
September 15th, we will review Covid-19 mandates at the time and decide as a group to 
go, or to reschedule. The scheduled 2022 Dunes Trip 2 is uncertain at this time, but we 
will know more in January 2022 regarding the planned timing for this second trip. 

EDUCATION 
 
The annual Kokanee Karnival relies entirely on volunteers from the Sunriver Anglers, 
Central Oregon Flyfishers, the Deschutes National Forest, the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, and local grants. We hope to still be able to move forward with the 
planned hatchery tours and Eggs-to-Fry program this Fall, but we have not received a 
firm confirmation at this time. This is a fun commitment to educating local fifth graders 
about conservation and the sport of fishing. 
 

MEETING –  The previously scheduled Picnic was to serve as our meeting for this 
month. With it now being canceled, please look for our October meeting announcement. 
 
 
Denny’s Stillwater Nymph 

Sunriver Angler’s Fly Tying Corner 
By: Phil Fischer 
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For this month’s pattern, I chose to pay tribute to one of the legendary stillwater 
fly fisherman, Denny Rickards. Denny is well known in fly fishing circles as an 
innovative fly tyer and fly fisherman. He makes his home in Southern Oregon and 
is very well acquainted with Oregon Stillwater’s. His Stillwater Nymph pattern 
was designed to fool those large, difficult trout in Upper Klamath and Agency 
lakes. This pattern sets the standard for imitating damsel nymphs, which are so 
important to the stillwater angler during early to mid-summer.  Our local lakes in 
Central Oregon, including Crane Prairie, East Lake, Hosmer and others have 
excellent damsel hatches.  So, at this time of year, I often reach for Denny’s 
Stillwater Nymph in my fly box. 
 
 
The Damsel hatch occurs mid-day in later June and is characterized by a very 
splashy rise forms as trout take damsels swimming just below the surface film. 
Damsels look to find sticks, tules, anchor ropes, or any other object that enables 
them to crawl out of the water to hatch. They often swim just below the surface 
for some distance looking for these items latch onto. It is during this surface 
swimming action that the damsel is the most vulnerable to trout. The damsel 
nymph coloration matches the color of the environment that these insects live, 
and ranges from tan to a deep olive.  When fishing this pattern, strip the fly in in 
short, slow strokes, with long pauses in between.  And hold on! 
 
 
I recently got Denny’s Signature fly rod built by Snowbee.  This rod is a 9-foot, 6 
weight that possesses a strong butt section to throw larger lake patterns and to 
help punch casts through the wind, but a softer tip section to handle those soft 
takes in lakes.  It casts like a dream.  I took it to Crane Prairie last week for an 
inaugural trip.  And it seemed only natural to tie on one of Denny’s Stillwater 
Nymph patterns to go with the new rod.  We had a great damsel hatch that day 
and damsel nymphs were climbing up the anchor rope and hatching by the 
dozens.  There were big swirls as trout hungrily feasted on the emerging damsel 
nymphs.  On one of my first casts, a nice 20-inch rainbow took the stillwater 
nymph pattern and put the rod to the test.  It passed with flying colors with this 
nice fish to net! 
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A nice 20-inch Rainbow and Denny Rickards Signature Rod. 
 
Give Denny’s Stillwater Nymph pattern a try during damsel hatches on a favorite 
local lake. It is an easy pattern to master at the vice. And check out Denny’s new 
Signature rod from Snowbee; a perfect tool for stillwater anglers. 
 
Denny’s Stillwater Nymph Materials List: 

Hook:  Firehole 718, Size 14 
Thread:  Ultra 140 Denier, Brown/Olive 
Weight:  4-6 wraps .015 Lead Wire 
Tail/Wing Case:  Dark Olive Marabou 
Rib:  Medium Copper Wire 
Body:  Bruiser Blend Jr. Olive Brown 

 
Tying instructions and steps are being published in video form, and can be found 
on the Sunriver Anglers Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/, or at the following YouTube URL:  
https://youtu.be/L809ESshNdA 
 
Experiment with this pattern during the Damsel Hatch.  If you have questions or 
would like additional information about the Denny’s Stillwater Nymph pattern, 
please do not hesitate to email me.  Or if you have suggestions on future 
patterns to feature in this column, I welcome your input.  I can be reached at 
Philfischer@sbcglobal.net 
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FISHING NEWS 
 
 
Jeff Wieland 
 

  
 
 

 
 

Buddies and I fished Crane 3 days in the last week, all with a dozen or fewer other 
boats visible.  Last Friday was lights out — 31 to net — in deep water and a very light 
haze. Size 14 & 16 black or pheasant tail chironomids were the ticket.  The air was 
much clearer this past Wednesday, but the bite slowed and we only got 1/2 dozen to the 
net fishing the same flies and depths.  Friday was the worst smoke day, we didn’t find 
our 11 fish ‘til the 4th stops, and we quit early.  After some experimentation, we zeroed-
in on black chironomids and black soft hackles in a different area.  Interestingly, all of 
my buddy's fish took the 14 black chironomid.  All of mine took the unweighted, black, 
soft hackle dropper.  Go figure.   
 
 
Let’s hope the Air Quality Index improves so that we can get out this week for more than 
a couple of hours a day.   
 
Tight lines.  -  Jeff Wieland 
 
 
 

 
 
This wild Cranebow photo was taken early season when the air and water temps were 
much cooler.  We’re not taking pictures this time of year with 72–79-degree surface 
temps.  To give the fish the best chance for survival, we’re fishing 3X, horsing them to 
the net, reviving them in the cooler water as deep as we could reach, and releasing 
them quickly 
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Bob Maina 
 
I just got back from Alaska and I thought that I would send a few fish pictures.   
I started fishing freshwater and got 76 pike over 40” in six days.  The picture  
below is a 49” pike that was likely to be around 30lbs.   
 
Then I went to Kodiak Island for ocean fishing.  The picture to the right is a 28lb. King 
salmon.  The orange fish directly below is a yellow eyed rockfish.  To the right of that is 
a pacific cod.  All the way at the bottom is a 108lb. halibut.  I released a whole 
lot more fish than I kept, but I still took home 200lbs. of fillets. 
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CONSERVATION 
 
https://myodfw.com/articles/catch-and-release-tips-reduce-fish-mortality  ODF&W tips on catch and 
release. 

 

The ODFW News Releases are often interesting and don’t come frequently enough to 
be a bother.  Here's a link that Anglers can use to 
subscribe:  https://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2020/index.asp  Click on the red envelope 
below the cover picture to subscribe.    
 
 
WATER NEWS 
 
From: "Deschutes Basin HCP, FW1" <deschuteshcp@fws.gov> 
Subject: Deschutes Basin HCP Update 
Date: August 12, 2021 at 2:09:19 PM PDT 
To: "Moran, Bridget N" <bridget_moran@fws.gov> 
 
Hello all,  

I’m writing to share the latest news on implementation of the Deschutes Basin Habitat 
Conservation Plan (DBHCP). As you know, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
completed the Endangered Species Act (ESA) HCP planning process last year with the 
issuance of an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) to the member districts of the Deschutes 
Basin Board of Control (DBBC) and the City of Prineville. Collectively these entities are 
now referred to as the DBHCP Permittees.   
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Per the HCP, FWS and the DBHCP Permittees coordinate extensively to implement the 
DBHCP. Regrettably, yet similar to the broader drought issues across the west, the 
Deschutes has been impacted by this severe drought, making the first-year 
implementation of the DBHCP very challenging. Every few days we hear stories on the 
impacts to local farmers and communities, as well as the natural systems which rely on 
the river. While these stories are hard to hear, water operations in the Deschutes are 
carefully managed to provide maximum protection for both irrigation users and for the 
species dependent on the river.   

As members of the Central Oregon community, we’re very attentive to the perspectives 
of our partners – which includes conservationists, recreationalists, and farmers – and 
many that wear all of those hats. We know that Central Oregonians value our local 
agricultural community AND the river. We’ve worked hard to find the balance between 
providing the DBHCP Permittees with a long-term ESA permit that gives them the 
certainty of ESA compliance, while delivering the habitat benefits to the ESA-listed 
species in the Deschutes basin. Getting to this point was not easy.   
 
The DBHCP was approved last year after a decade of negotiation, litigation, scientific 
studies, and hundreds of meetings that included public engagement and 
outreach.  While some may feel the plan could be better in one manner or another, the 
final DBHCP strikes the appropriate balance while meeting the ESA criteria for such 
plans.   
 
As we move forward in this drought year, we are likely to see further impacts to 
irrigation water and river resources, and more stories and discussions in the media and 
other public venues. The Deschutes Basin community worked hard to design a path that 
protected both irrigation and conservation. Our goal now is to sustain that local path, 
work our way collaboratively through this severe drought, learn from it in any way we 
can, and keep moving forward on DBHCP implementation during the next three 
decades. Although it can be difficult when times are as tough as they are now, we must 
not lose sight of this long-term goal.  

I’ve attached a document providing information about the DBHCP. Please share it so all 
members of our community can understand the benefits of our local collaborative 
effort.  I have also attached a letter just received from the DBBC reinforcing their 
commitment to the DBHCP.  

Remember to check out FWS’ Deschutes HCP website; soon we'll be adding some new 
tools for tracking the DBHCP’s progress and providing more information about this 
historic agreement.   
Stay safe! 

Best, 

Bridget Moran, Field Supervisor  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
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Oregon Watershed Planning 
info@fcasolutions.org 
 
Arnold Irrigation District Modernization Project Update (mailchi.mp) 
 
Reservoir Levels and Upper Deschutes Flows:  for current reservoir fill levels and 
stream flows, go to the “US Bureau of Reclamation, Pacific Northwest Region Major 
Storage Reservoirs in the Deschutes River 
Basin, https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html 
 
Oregon Water Supply Report “Follow this link to see the latest OWRD Water 
Conditions/Drought report.”   
https://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/programs/climate/droughtwatch/Pages/Current-Conditions.aspx 
 
DESCHUTES RIVER CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION RESOURCES 
 
Where can you get information on the Deschutes River Basin Habitat Conservation 
Plan (spotted frog HCP)? 
 
The US Fish &amp; Wildlife Service Oregon Fish and Wildlife Office HCP website: 
https://www.fws.gov/Oregonfwo/articles.cfm?id=149489716 
 
For specific questions contact Bridget Moran, USFWS Field Supervisor and Spotted 
Frog 
Project leader: bridget_moran@fws.gov 
 
Where can you get current data on Upper Deschutes River flow and reservoirs? 
 
The US Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) Hydromet website: 
(https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html) provides a “Tea Cup” diagram with 
recent flow information and reservoir fill level across the Deschutes Basin. 
The Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) Near Real Time Hydrographics 
Website: 
(https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/sw/hydro_near_real_time/display_hydro_graph.aspx?
station_nbr=14056500) 
 
Please remember that the information at these websites is subject to updating and 
change. 
 
Various factors can influence the accuracy of the data (delays in processing, weed 
growth, reservoir fill level, change in river profile (cross section), calibration frequency, 
etc.). 
 
For detailed questions contact: Kyle Gorman, Regional Water Manager, Oregon Water 
Resources Department: kyle.g.gorman@wrd.state.or.us 
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For information on Deschutes Basin irrigation districts and projects: 
 
Deschutes Basin Board of Control (all eight irrigation districts): 
https://dbbcirrigation.com/ 
 
Central Oregon Irrigation District: https://www.coid.org/ 
 
North Unit Irrigation District: https://northunitid.com/ 
 
For information on water conservation and river restoration projects in Central 
Oregon: 
 
Deschutes River Conservancy: https://www.deschutesriver.org/ 
Kate Fitzpatrick, Executive Director: kate@deschutesriver.org 
 
Overview Video, “Act Now to Save the 
Deschutes: https://www.deschutesriver.org/blog/act-now-to- 
save-the-deschutes/ 
 
Upper Deschutes Basin Study, information posters: 
https://www.deschutesriver.org/news-and-resources/upper-deschutes-basin-study/ 
  
 
Upper Deschutes Watershed Council: 
https://www.upperdeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/ 
 
Kris Knight, Executive Director: kknight@restorethedeschutes.org 
An extensive collection of restoration videos: 
https://www.upperdeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/publications/videos/ 
 
Deschutes Basin Water Collaborative: https://www.coic.org/dbwc/ 
The Deschutes Basin Water Collaborative is a mechanism for stakeholders to 
collaborate on critical water allocation and management issues in the Deschutes Basin, 
and develop strategies to meet stream flow, ecological, agricultural, and community 
needs for water.  
 
If you have other river conservation or restoration questions contact: 
Jeff Wieland, jeffjwieland@me.com 
Mike Taylor, savethedeschutes@gmail.com 
 
More information – click here: 
 
DBHCP_facts_final.pdf 
 
DBBC Statement 8-12-21.pdf 
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FRED MEYER’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM 
 
The Sunriver Anglers will be credited with a reward from your purchase. Money from the 
Community Rewards Program will be added to support our club projects. 
How to participate: 

1. Link your Fred Meyer rewards card to the Anglers at: 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 

2. Scroll down and click on “Link your rewards card now” 
3. Click on “Sign In” if you are already registered with the Fred Meyer 

rewards program.  If not, then click on “Register” and fill in the registration 
information. 

4. “Find Your Organization” should appear on the next screen. 
5. Enter following number in the box to link your card to the Anglers: 87237 

and click on “Search.” 
6. Sunriver Anglers should appear below “Organization Name.”  Click on the 

circle to the left of Sunriver Anglers and then click on “Enroll” You are now 
done.  

 
Member-Get-A-Member              

Every time you recruit a new member, you help strengthen the Sunriver Anglers.   

Recruiting a member is easy—when you connect with fellow anglers at meetings, 
online, or while fishing, simply tell them how you benefit from your membership in 
the Sunriver Anglers and suggest that they visit www.sunriveranglers.org to learn 
more about the value of membership.  

If they decide to join, ask them to put your name on the membership application 
(available on our website) so you get the credit.  It's that simple.   You’re Reward?   

A Sunriver Brew Pub $10 gift card!  

Thank You Sunriver Brewing Company for your support of the Anglers? Not into the 
cold and want to get your mind in a war 
 
Facebook 
 
The Sunriver Anglers has a Facebook page which members and anglers can post items 
of interest.  Go to: https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers 
 
Resources – check our web site at www.SunriverAnglers.org 
for a list of resources. 
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Swap Meet - For Sale and or Wanted 
 

 
 
Doug@Vakoc.com 
Ph: Home 541 598-2048 Mobile 541 390-3168 
 
 
 
12 rod G. Loomis rod rack.  $25 donation to Sunriver Anglers and it’s yours.  Contact 
Jerry Hubbard for pick-up. 
 

 
 
If you have fishing items for sale or need fishing gear, please contact Jerry Hubbard at 
jerryhubbard1943@gmail.com 
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