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   The Sunriver Anglers Club is a 
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http://www.sunriveranglers.org 
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 President’s Message 

Wear a mask to keep this away: 

 

Phil Fischer, Board Member 

When not fishing for Trout, catching a comet will do! 
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Fishing News 
 
Due to the lack of meetings and outings, we are looking for fishing stories and pictures 
to add some interest to our e-newsletters.  If you have a fishing tip, story, favorite fly or 
place to fish or just some great pictures, please consider sharing.  Thank you!   rynie 
Send to:   rynieSRA@gmail.com 
 
Dan Arnold – monster Brown on the Deschutes 
 

 
 
 
Gregg Wagner - Report 
 
 
I’ve been fishing a few places with a fair amount of success and a few that have been 
way too crowded- most likely due to people being off work and all the tourists.  
 
Under the too crowded category: Hosmer Lake is insanely busy - don’t even try it. I 
spoke to a guy that says he’s been fishing there for 20+ years and he’s never seen it so 
bad. The SUP and kayakers won’t even stay away from your back casts.  
The Fall River has also been too crowded including people that are spin casting.  I’m 
staying away from there for a while.  
 
I’ve fished the Deschutes from La Pine state park down to my house in OWWII with a 
fair amount of success. Not many fish but the ones I’ve caught have been good sized. 
All brown trout while stripping streamers right off the banks.  
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Another place that has been fun is Little Cultus Lake.  The first time I went there was 
hardly anybody camping and there was only one other boat on the water. In about 2 
hours I caught 32 fish all on dry flies. They weren’t big, in fact they were pretty skinny, 
so they were probably all stocked fish but it was fun anyway.  
My next trip is going to be East Lake. I’ll let you know how I do.  
 
Gregg Wagner  
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CONSERVATION 

Jeff Wieland 
Sunriver Anglers, Director and Club Champion of Conservation  

(1)  Line watching:  https://activeanglingnz.com/2015/11/30/fly-casting-by-feel/?fbclid=IwAR3DGKud-
a_9xrW-JIAXU4f7OYz3bm4XA7FG5AJl_Y4hHidLQszmDDd_xcE  	

In my experience, line-watching can help some new casters (or struggling vets) see things like coming 
forward too soon or taking the rod to 9 o’clock in the back cast.  Other than that, as Tom Morgan said, 
learning to feel the rod weight and unweight are the goal.  For example, I began fishing a new 9 1/2’ 6wt. 
indicator rod (Sage X 697-4) this past week, and honestly, it took me an hour+ each morning in calm 
conditions to get the timing down.  You know the drill:  tailing loops, slapping the water behind me, a 
season’s worth of tangles in two hours.  The X is a little different action than my other indicator rods, and 
it felt like 3 Mississippi’s (it really wasn’t that long) before the rod would load on the back cast.  Eventually, 
I learned to wait longer for the load and the new stick and I settled into a rhythm and were hitting the 
distances I wanted to fish, even punching two fly indicator rigs into the wind like a pro.  OK, no one would 
confuse my style with a pro’s, so let’s just say that I was able to minimize my casting faults and reach the 
fishy places around us. The point is that line watching or having a buddy watch definitely helped me get 
the timing down on what’s quickly becoming a go-to rod that will replace my beloved z-Axis 697-4.  So 
watch when needed, but don’t let that become your style.   

(2)  Warm water fish handling:  Unfortunately, I’m already starting to see more dead 'bows on the 
bottom at Crane Prairie, so here’s a friendly suggestion for Anglers to fish 6 wts, 3X tippet, and barbless 
or micro barbed flies.  Horse those Cranebows to the boat, and if they break off, you got the fight and it’s 
really better for the fish.  Who knows, maybe they’ll live to become the trophy Cranebows of years 
past.  Quick landing is something that’s even more critical with the bigger fish that just take longer to 
control and are harder to revive. This time of year, there’s no oxygen in the top 2’ of water and you can 
see it in the way they fight.  They kind of give up in the hot water, either rolling on their sides or making 
repeated dives to get out of it.  Letting them make those repeated short runs at the boat just exhausts 
them, seriously reducing their chances of survival.  Try “skating” them to the net as soon as you can get 
them on the surface with their heads up.  Tip:  it works better with the full leader outside the rod tip since 
short-lining them results in more break-offs and re-ties.  Trying to revive them in that hot, no-oxygen 
surface water doesn’t work either: they’re suffocating.  Of course, it’s best to keep ‘em wet and unbutton 
them quickly, but we all have those fish that we want to release efficiently but just can’t seem to 
unhook.  If that’s the case, revive them a little before trying again rather than keeping them dry until you 
succeed.  Tip:  if the fish trashes in the net after a few seconds out of the water, it’s time to revive them a 
little.  Another good rule of thumb is to not keep fish out of the water longer than you can hold your 
breath.  If you’ve caught one that took the fly deep, just snip the fly off right at their lips and send them on 
their way.  Ketchum Releases work pretty well for unhooking while “keeping 'em wet", but learning to use 
them does take a little practice.  John, Josh, and Russ at The Hook will be happy to give you some 
pointers.  If necessary, once they’re unhooked, revive them in the net by reaching as deep down as you 
can, moving them back and forth in the cooler water ’til they’re upright and can swim out on their 
own.  Don’t try to rush it:  there’s not much worse in fly fishing than having a nice trout do the death spiral 
and go belly-up on the bottom.  The guys at The Hook can also describe Fred Foisset’s fish recovery 
basket as an alternative to net releases.  Tight lines, enjoy our world-class fisheries, and let’s all do what 
we can to conserve the resource.        
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Outings 
 
Lake in the Dunes Trips have been rescheduled to a date in the April-May of 2021 

 
Tentatively Planned for 2020 
  
 Phil Fischer - the 2019 Project Healing Waters event in Central Oregon 
 
Outings:  
 
Crooked River 
Davis Lake 
East Lake 
Crane Prairie Hosmer 
 
Fishing expedition leader 
 
Volunteer to fish a favorite (or semi-favorite spot) with the Anglers.  A great way to meet 
people, and help them get to know an area.  Or, if you've never been to a place before, 
a great opportunity to get a few others to go with you.   
You can choose to serve a lunch or brunch and make it a party, or you can make it a 
BYOF&D (bring your own food and drink). Of, if you have a great idea, contact Rynie, 
and let's make it happen in 2020. 
 
Conservation  
 
 Report Anglers who are violating fishing regulations 
 
The Kokanee Karnival  
 
The Board voted to cancel the Fall Streamside program that would have been held in 
September. We felt we could not ensure we could meet the social distancing, masks 
and hand washing guidelines to adequately protect the volunteers, students, teachers 
and parents. 
Frank Turek 
 
Water News 
 
New address for the  owrd_drought_report@omls.oregon.gov 
 
Reservoir Levels and Upper Deschutes Flows:  for current reservoir fill levels and 
streamflows, go to the “US Bureau of Reclamation, Pacific Northwest Region Major 
Storage Reservoirs in the Deschutes River 
Basin, https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html 



	 6	

 
Oregon Water Supply Report “Follow this link to see the latest OWRD Water 
Conditions/Drought report.” 
 
 https://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/programs/climate/droughtwatch/Pages/Current-Conditions.aspx 

 
Black and Red Balanced Leech 

Sunriver Angler’s Fly-Tying Corner 
By: Phil Fischer 
 
This month’s Sunriver Angler’s Fly-Tying Corner features a Black and Red Balanced 
Leech.  This is a pattern that every stillwater angler should keep in the fly box.  It is a 
pattern that produces when other flies may not.  I like to fish this pattern suspended under 
a strike indicator.  If there is wind and ripples on the water, the indicator imparts perfect 
leech undulating movements on the fly. If there is no wind, take short or medium strips to 
impart your own action on the fly.  The indicator will lift the fly and pauses will allow it 
to flutter down till it reaches the depth you set on the indicator. 
 

 

 
Earlier this month I was fishing a remote flat out on Crane Prairie.  We had a tough 
morning, only putting a fish or two into the net in some of our favorite spots.  We began 
exploring and experimenting trying to figure out the magic combination.  As we ran the 
trolling motor across a flat, we started seeing fish.  We pulled up and anchored in about 6 
to 8’ of water.  Out came my “ace in the hole” pattern, the Black and Red Balanced 
Leech.  The fish we had seen were working well above the bottom, so I suspended the fly 
at about 4’ deep under a strike indicator.  The first cast produced a nice 17” rainbow, 
which was only the beginning of a wonderful afternoon catching fish after fish on this 
pattern.  This fly pattern had, once again, shown it was worthy of a front-and-center place 
in my fly box. 
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In concluding this month’s column, we are getting to the time of year where warmer 
weather requires special handling in playing and releasing fish.  During our recent outing 
on Crane Prairie, the water surface temperature was 66 degrees.  A little warmer can be 
lethal to some trout after a hard-fought battle. So do the fish a favor, fish barbless, fight 
them quick and take care on the release.   
 
I am using 3X tippet so I can play a fish quickly to the net. If conditions get particularly 
warm, please fish early and late, and leave the middle part of the day alone.  Lastly, the 
larger the fish, the longer it takes for them to recover.  Give them plenty of rest and 
recovery in the water in your net, or in a basket in the water to help the fish survive.   
 
Tie a few of the Black and Red Balanced Leech for your own fly box and a try this 
pattern on your next stillwater adventure. 

 
Black and Red Balanced Leech Materials List: 
 
Hook:    Firehole 516, Size 10 - 14 
Thread:    UTC 140 Denier Ultra - Black 
Bead:    Firehole 3/32” Matte Black Tungsten 
Peg:     Sewing Pin 
Tail:   Black Marabou 
Body Dubbing:  Bruiser Blend, Jr. – Black/red 

  
Tying instructions and steps are published in video form, and can be found on the 
Sunriver Anglers Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/, or at 
the following YouTube URL:  https://youtu.be/JIdr0ztMMkQ.  Give the Black and Red 
Balanced Leech a try next time you are out fishing a favorite stillwater.  If you have 
questions or would like additional information about this pattern, please email me. Or if 
you have suggestions on future patterns to feature in this column, I welcome your input. I 
can be reached at philfischer@sbcglobal.net. 

 
Wickiup Brown Trout 
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FRED MEYER’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM 
 
The Sunriver Anglers will be credited with a reward from your purchase. Money from the 
Community Rewards Program will be added to support our club projects. 
 
How to participate: 

1. Link your Fred Meyer rewards card to the Anglers at: 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 

2. Scroll down and click on “Link your rewards card now” 
3. Click on “Sign In” if you are already registered with the Fred Meyer 

rewards program.  If not, then click on “Register” and fill in the registration 
information. 

4. “Find Your Organization” should appear on the next screen. 
5. Enter following number in the box to link your card to the Anglers: 87237 

and click on “Search.” 
6. Sunriver Anglers should appear below “Organization Name.”  Click on the 

circle to the left of Sunriver Anglers and then click on “Enroll” You are now 
done.  

 
Member-Get-A-Member              

Every time you recruit a new member, you help strengthen the Sunriver Anglers.   

Recruiting a member is easy—when you connect with fellow anglers at meetings, 
online, or while fishing, simply tell them how you benefit from your membership in 
the Sunriver Anglers and suggest that they visit www.sunriveranglers.org to learn 
more about the value of membership.  

If they decide to join, ask them to put your name on the membership application 
(available on our website) so you get the credit.  It's that simple.   You’re Reward?   

 

A Sunriver Brew Pub $10 gift card!  

Thank You Sunriver Brewing Company for your support of the Anglers? Not into the 
cold and want to get your mind in a war 

 
 
Facebook 
 
The Sunriver Anglers has a Facebook page which members and anglers can post items 
of interest.  Go to: https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers 
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Resources – check our web site at www.SunriverAnglers.org 
for a list of resources. 
 
Swap Meet - For Sale and or Wanted 
 

If you have fishing items for sale or need fishing gear, please contact Jerry Hubbard at 
jerryhubbard1943@gmail.com 

 Please provide a good description of the item(s) and contact information. 

 

Please Support Our Local Businesses 

 

  Welcome to RiverWise Anglers – Exciting guided fly-fishing adventures on 
the Clackamas and Sandy Rivers. RiverWise Anglers 503-737-4890 Bryan Stinson, 

Owner/Guide e mail: bryanstinson@riverwiseanglers.comt 
Riverhttps://riverwiseanglers.com/ 
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