
 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Hello Fellow Anglers! 
 
I’ve had a busy month as I’m sure most of you have.  With the crazy 
weather the bite has been crazy too.  Late or early hatches depending 
on the temperatures.  Either lots or no anglers on the lakes.  I’ve seen 
some HUGE fish as well as little guys where I was expecting to catch 

big ones. 
 
I’d have to say the highlight of last month was 
the Kokanee Karnival at the Fall River 
Hatchery.  The two “regular” leaders of this 
event were out of town (Rod moved, Jim was 
in Montana) so it was up to Jim and Jen Luke 
(our ODF&W leader)  to get the “newbies” 
prepared, and the SRA to provide the 
manpower to make it work.  And work it did!   

 
Thanks to some SRA KK veterans like Curtis and Marv, plus Phil, Don 
and Tim from the Hatchery, we were able to pull off 4 days of double 

sessions of 4th and 5th graders. 
 
Special thanks to club members Mike 
Quan, Dan Burkhalter, Dave Millhouse, 
Tom Carpenter, Marv Yoshinaka, Curtis 
Sexton and Ron Giaier for volunteering 
their time and energy to the event.  We 
learned so much.  Hopefully next year will 
be even better as we draw even more 
volunteers into the KK fold. 
 
One special story I’d like to share is about 
SRA member Dave Millhouse.  Dave 
joined the club before ever fly fishing.  He 

wanted to volunteer to get out to meet people.  When we found out he 
hadn’t even taken tried his new fly rod out, we had him bring it to the 
KK.  After the kids left, Mike played guide and Dave caught his first 
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ever fish on a fly that I learned to tie at “lying and tying” nights at the Hook.   How can you beat 
that?  rynie 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me 
at rynieSRA@gmail.com   Thanks!  

 

Fish Rescue 2017 - https://www.facebook.com/deschutesriver/posts/10155838148988140 

Fish Rescue 2017 has started!  This year’s fish totals should be 

lower than in the past due to improved flow- possibly due to the 

increased winter flow last year (100 cfs compared to 20 csf) and 

possibly  the great snow year we had.  With a collaborative effort 

from the DRC, the water districts, Coalition for the Deschutes, 

angling clubs, TU and other interested parties many fish have 

already been saved, a few catfish were discovered, and more of 

the public have learned about the trouble our river is in. 

 

 

 

October meeting- Mary Ann and Dave Dozer 

On October 19, the Sunriver Anglers Club has the privilege of hosting the husband and 
wife team of Dave and Mary Ann Dozer.  The club’s monthly meeting and presentation 
by the Dozers starts at 7:00 pm at the SHARC.  The Topic for the evening will be “The 
Experience of Building Your First Bamboo Fly Rod.” Everyone is welcome, members as 
well as nonmembers.    

Anyone with questions or bamboo rods they have questions about are welcome to 
come at 6:30 for a little social time before the main presentation.  Also at 6:30, Sunriver 
Brewery will hold a beer tasting ($5.00).  Come early have a brew and share some 
fishing stories with your fellow anglers. 
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Dave began fishing at an early age, and had his first fly rod at age eight.  In his early 
twenties, he started building graphite rods.  Using his own hand made rods, added to 
his enjoyment of fly fishing.  And then many years ago he was handed an 8’ 0” Leonard 
Duracane, and he was hooked on bamboo.  He began crafting his own bamboo rods, 
and has moved on to selling them commercially, as well as teaching students one on 
one to make their own bamboo rods. 

 

Quoted from his website, Dave states, “Finely crafted bamboo fly rods evoke a feeling 
of artistry, quality craftsmanship, and tradition.  A well-built rod has a soul; a feeling to it 
that is often difficult to describe, but you know it’s there.  Casting one takes you to a 
whole new experience level.  My goal in building bamboo rods is to create the highest 
quality and finest casting rods I can.  I also want to provide you with a fine fly fishing 
instrument that is crafted from the highest quality materials and components available.” 
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Mary Ann Dozer, a long time engineer for Hewlett Packard, did not grow up as a 
fisherman.  Married to Dave, she thought that his fly fishing was a stupid pastime.  And 
then they traveled to Yellowstone National Park, and she was convinced to try.  She fell 
in love with the sport.   

The technical and analytical parts of fly fishing intrigued her engineering 
background.  Mary Ann jumped into the sport, worked on her casting technique, and 
has been certified by the Federation of Fly Fishers as a Master Casting Instructor.  Only 
150 people hold this rating in the United States. 

This high energy passionate fly fishing woman has worked hard bringing her love of 
fishing to women throughout the United States.  She is active with Casting for 
Recovery.  This nonprofit organization’s mission is “to enhance the quality of life of 
women with breast cancer through a unique program that combines breast-cancer 
education and peer support with the therapeutic sport of fly fishing."  Mary Ann instructs 
women in the art of casting at free retreats throughout the country each year. 

Mary Ann added guiding to her repertoire in 2009.  She spent most of her early time 
leading trips on the Salmon River out of Stanley, Idaho. Recently, she and her husband 
have relocated to Sisters, Oregon.  She now is a guide for the Fly Fisher’s Place in her 
home town.   

She spends most of her time on the Crooked River, but also does other rivers in Central 
Oregon.  She is enthusiastic about her job, and loves to pass on her passion to her 
clients. 

This couple lives for fly fishing.  Starting at the construction of the rods they use, 
teaching the proper technique in casting, to landing the fish in the net.  They have a lot 
of experience to share, and their presentation should not be missed. 

November  Meeting- 

On November 16, the Sunriver River Anglers would like to invite everyone to their 
monthly meeting at the SHARC at 7:00 pm.  This month’s speaker will be Darek Staab, 
He works for Trout Unlimited, as their Upper Deschutes Home Rivers Initiative Project 
Manager.  He will be talking about the work his group is doing in our area, especially at 
the Fall River. 

Trout Unlimited is a national organization with over 300,000 members organized into 
400 plus chapters spread throughout the entire United States. They will in 2019 be 
celebrating this 60th year anniversary. Their mission is “To conserve, protect and restore 
North America's cold water fisheries and their watersheds.”  This dedicated organization 
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works with the best scientists, policy makers, and lawyers to help ensure that future 
generations will be able to enjoy our fishing our great streams, rivers, and lakes.  Their 
goal is that through restoration and conservation wild and native trout populations will 
thrive. 

For the last 12 years, Darek has lived in the Pacific Northwest, and the last 5 years in 
Bend working for Trout Unlimited. The Upper Deschutes Initiative has been his project 
since moving here.  He attended Utah State University, where he studied Fisheries and 
Wildlife Biology.  He continued his education, receiving a Masters of Education in 
Natural Science Education with a focus on Watershed Based Service Learning.  He has 
used this education studying fish and rivers throughout the West and Alaska for the last 
20 years. 

At the November meeting, the club will be holding their annual elections.  Here they will 
elect new officers and board members for the 2018 year. If you are a member and 
would like to involved at this level, please contact a current officer about being included. 

The fishing stories from the month of October will be epic.  A group of about a dozen 
Sunriver Anglers will have traveled to and returned from Pronghorn Lake Ranch in 
Southern Oregon.  This private lake, forty miles east of Klamath Falls, stocks huge trout 
in the multiple pound range.   The normal 5 wt rods were left home and larger steelhead 
rods were the norm.  Everyone went out and bought larger nets just to handle these 
giants. A two night trip, with two planned group dinners, these fisherman will have plenty 
of stories for the club members. Come hear the stories and ask for photographic proof. 
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Jerry Hubbard’s 10 lb. Rainbow from the Pronghorn outing! 

Sunriver Anglers Holiday Party and 40th Anniversary Event – 

December 4th join us at the Great Hall in Sunriver for a wonderful dinner and auction. 
Details will be coming soon.  Please come and join us. 

Club Events- 2017  

HOSMER LAKE OUTING OCTOBER 24! 

This year’s Hosmer Lake outing will be held on Tuesday, October 24th provided the road 
is still open and it’s not snowing too hard.  Recent reports from reliable sources are that 
fishing has been good at Hosmer and that some of the fish are large and feisty. 

Doug Vakoc and Marv Yoshinaka will host the outing and will prepare a hot lunch for 
those hardy fisherfolk who come out for the fishing or for the social experience of fine 
dining with fellow anglers.  The price for lunch will be $5 per person. 

We will meet at the Sunriver Country Store (the store at the Village Mall) parking lot at 
8:45 a.m. and plan to leave at 9:00 a.m.  Look for vehicles with pontoon boats on them 
to find us in the parking lot. We plan to caravan to Hosmer Lake or you can drive to the 
lake on your own and meet us there.  Please let Doug (Doug@Vakoc.com) or Marv 
(marvyosh@gmail.com) know if you plan to attend.  Please provide us with an email 
address or phone number so we can contact you if the outing is cancelled.  There will 
also be a sign up sheet for the outing at this month’s meeting. 

See you at Hosmer Lake! 

From COF Kokanee Karnival Leader Frank Turek- 

 THANK YOU TO KOKANEE KARNIVAL FALL STREAMSIDE VOLUNTEERS 

We held our 2017 Kokanee Karnival Fall Streamside September 25 through 29. We had 12 
classes of 4th and 5th grade students from the Bend La Pine and Redmond School Districts 
attend our sites at Sheep Bridge, Fall River Hatchery and Spring Creek. The program was a 
success thanks to all your help. It was the best we ever had. Many of the students told me how 
much they enjoyed Kokanee Karnival and how much they learned. I received many thank you 
letters from the students that echoed what they told me in the field. Teachers and parents told 
me how valuable this program is to them and how much they appreciate all the time the 
volunteers donate to make Kokanee Karnival a success. I echo their feelings.  

This year we had a total of 31 volunteers participate from Central Oregon Flyfishers, SunRiver 
Anglers, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Deschutes 
National Forest. The students were excited but well behaved, willing to participate in 
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discussions and were very attentive. Our thanks to the teachers because they prepared the 
students for these outdoor activities and had parents to chaperone the students. Our volunteers 
had a lot of fun too. Working with these students is very rewarding.  

We want to thank all our volunteers who made the Fall Streamside a success. These folks 
donated a total of 629 hours of time and 4,253 miles. 
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Now that the Fall Streamside is complete, the Kokanee Karnival Board will start planning for the 
Spring Angling Clinic in April 2019. I hope to see all of you there. 

Frank Turek 

 

Reservoir Levels and Upper Deschutes Flows:  for current reservoir fill levels and 
streamflows, go to the “US Bureau of Reclamation, Pacific Northwest Region Major Storage 
Reservoirs in the Deschutes River Basin, https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html 
 
 

Sunriver Angler’s Fly Tying Corner - By: Phil Fischer  

This month's Sunriver Anglers Fly Tying Corner features a Sawyer Pheasant Tail 
Nymph.  This is a pattern originated by Frank Sawyer in the early 1900's; it has 
been around a long time. It is a very simple, yet effective fly pattern.  It is unique 
in that the only materials used is a hook, copper wire and ring neck pheasant tail. 
The fly does not use thread to bind it together.  The fly imitates any number of 
different mayfly nymphs that are common in our Central Oregon streams and 
rivers.  

 

I have used this fly effectively in a broad spectrum of rivers from Central Oregon 
to Montana and as far away as Argentina.  It is usually one of the first patterns I 
pull out of my fly box when approaching a new river, as it is an excellent imitation 
for small mayfly nymphs.  The pattern featured in this month’s column is tied to 
specifically imitate a Pale Morning Dun nymph.  By I can adapt the size and color 
to imitate many different mayfly nymphs.  Use a greenish pheasant tail, bronze 
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wire and tie on a size 18, and you have an excellent imitation for Baetis, or Blue 
Wing Olives.  Tie a little larger using pheasant tail and copper wire, and you have 
a Mahogany Dun nymph.  This is my go to pattern in many situations and it is 
responsible for more fish to net than any other pattern I've fished.  Give it a try.  I 
think you'll like it!  

I have tied the fly slightly differently than the original Sawyer nymph tied by Frank 
Sawyer.  The main difference is in the tie-off point.  The original pattern tied off 
the fly at the back of the thorax, whereas on my version it is tied off at the head. 
But I think you'll see how quick and easy the pattern is to tie.  I've added UV 
Resin to the wing case to make the fly more durable; something that wasn’t 
available in Frank Sawyer’s time.  

Sawyer Pheasant Tail Materials List: 

Hook:  Firehole Outdoors 627 Barbless Competition Hook (Short Shank, 
2X Gape), Sizes 14-18, or similar 
Abdomen, Thorax and Rib:  Red Ultra Wire in Small 
Abdomen, Thorax and Wing Pads: Natural Ring Neck Pheasant 

 
Tying instructions and steps are being published in video form, and can be found 
on the Sunriver Anglers web page at 
http://www.sunriveranglers.org/fly-tying-corner, on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers/, or at the following YouTube URL: 
https://youtu.be/ab5yoHFZ7Mw 
 
Learn to tie this fly pattern and fish it in rivers, Crooked, the Fall River, Upper 
Deschutes, and the Main Stem Deschutes.  If you have questions or would like 
additional information about the Sawyer Pheasant Tail, please don’t hesitate to 
email me.  Or if you have suggestions on future patterns to feature in this 
column, I welcome your input.  I can be reached at 
mailto:philfischer@sbcglobal.net. 
 

CLUB HISTORY- by Marv Yoshinaka 
THE SUNRIVER ANGLERS-FORTY YEARS OF PROJECTS 

During the early years, the Sunriver Anglers chose an annual conservation project to 
improve and enhance fish resources and fishing in Central Oregon.  Those projects 
included placing spawning gravel in Spring River, collecting trash and litter along 
streams, placing trout eggs in hatch boxes in local streams, building access ramps for 
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small boats, installing interpretive signs, planting streamside vegetation, building a 
fishing and viewing platform, and rebuilding Shevlin Pond.  The Sunriver Anglers club 
has continued working on various projects throughout the years.  The following is a 
summary of some of those efforts. 

SHEVLIN POND 

One of the major projects of the Sunriver Anglers was the reconstruction of the Shevlin 
Park pond.  Most of you are probably familiar with the Shevlin Park pond from your 
volunteer work at the spring Kokanee Karnival event or from your own visits to the park. 
However, did you know the Sunriver Anglers club was responsible for rebuilding the 
pond as it now exists?  It all began when the Sunriver Anglers made restoration of 
Shevlin Pond its project for 1980.  At that time Shevlin Pond was only three feet deep. 
It was stocked with trout every April and May and then became too warm to support 
those fish in the summer. 

The Sunriver Anglers led the effort to rebuild Shevlin Pond by soliciting donations of 
material, machinery, and money from local construction, lumber, railroad, and telephone 
companies.  They also secured funds from the Deschutes Anglers Club and Federation 
of Fly Fishermen and labor and machinery from the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and Bend Metro Parks and Recreation District.  However, most of the labor was 
provided by thirty Sunriver Anglers members who spent about 400 hours on the project. 

The project involved deepening the pond and digging the main channel, placing 
boulders on the bottom of the pond to provide cover for fish, landscaping the shoreline, 
installing inlet and outlet valves that connected the pond to Tumalo Creek for better 
water circulation, and building a 60-foot bridge to make the pond wheelchair accessible. 

This was a major undertaking and the completed project is still in place after nearly 40 
years.  Shevlin Pond has provided memorable outdoor experiences for thousands of 
children throughout these years.  It was because of the efforts of this dedicated group of 
anglers who wanted to leave something for future generations to enjoy. 

SPAWNING GRAVEL ENHANCEMENT 

An early club project involved placement of gravel in Spring River in cooperation with 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.  The intent of this project was to improve 
spawning habitat for brown trout in Spring River.  The spawning gravel project was an 
annual event for three years during the early 1980’s until the project was completed. 
The Sunriver Anglers resumed the spawning gravel project in 2008 when we placed 
gravel in the lower section of Fall River.  Much of this work was done by hand with the 
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labor of many club members who donated their time and energy. We also provided 
funds to place additional gravel in Spring River.  

LITTLE DESCHUTES RIVER ACCESS IMPROVEMENT 

Another project was the installation of log slides on the Little Deschutes River to provide 
sites to launch small boats and canoes.  The first slide was built in 1982 and included 
grading of a cinder rock access road, installing a railroad tie foundation and placing 
peeled logs for the skidway.  We partnered with the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife in 2010 and provided funds for maps showing the locations of launch sites on 
the Little Deschutes River.  These maps are still available, so let a club officer know if 
want a copy. 

INTERPRETIVE SIGNS 

Wes Perrin has written a thorough summary of the interpretive sign project in Sunriver 
that was the result of many hours of work by SRA members.  This summary appeared 
in the August, 2017, issues of the Sunriver Angler and the Sunriver Scene.  Thank you, 
Wes, for such a detailed history of the sign project. 

Did you know that the Sunriver Anglers also built the interpretive signs at Fall River 
Hatchery?  This series of signs provides a detailed account of the beginnings of the 
hatchery and its present day operations. Be sure to check out these signs the next time 
you visit Fall River Hatchery. 

FISHING AND VIEWING PLATFORM AT BROWN’S CROSSING 

In October, 1992, the Sunriver Anglers partnered with the Deschutes National Forest to 
build the fishing and viewing platform at Brown’s Crossing where Forest Road 42 
crosses the Deschutes River.  The platform was designed by the Forest Service and 
labor was provided by members of the Sunriver Anglers.  It’s noteworthy that our friend 
Tom Walker, who still works with us on Free Fishing Day, was the Forest Service’s 
representative on this project.  Many of you have probably stopped at this platform while 
traveling to the Cascade Lakes Highway.  If you haven’t visited this site, please stop 
there on your next trip to that area and look at the handiwork of those hardworking club 
members. 

 
Fred Meyer's Community Rewards Program 
To sign up for the rewards program please go to the end of the e news for instructions and 
Marv’s offer to help you register! 
 
Facebook 
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The Sunriver Anglers has a Facebook page which members and anglers can post items of 
interest.  Go to: https://www.facebook.com/SunriverAnglers 
 
 
New Members- Please welcome Bridget Moser and Mike LeDuc! 
 
 
Other News- 
 
Member-Get-A-Member              

Every time you recruit a new member, you help strengthen the Sunriver Anglers.   

Recruiting a member is easy—when you connect with fellow anglers at meetings, online, or 
while fishing, simply tell them how you benefit from your membership in the Sunriver Anglers 
and suggest that they visit www.sunriveranglers.org to learn more about the value of 
membership.  

If they decide to join, ask them to put your name on the membership application (available on 
our website) so you get the credit.  It's that simple.   You’re Reward?   

A Sunriver Brew Pub $10 gift card!   

Thank You Sunriver Brewing Company for your support of the Anglers! 
 
 
 
 
Resources – check our web site at www.SunriverAnglers.org 
for a list of resources. 
 
Swap Meet - For Sale and or Wanted 
 

If you have fishing items for sale or need fishing gear, please contact Jerry Hubbard at 
jerryhubbard1943@gmail.com 

 Please provide a good description of the item(s) and contact information. 

Please Support Our Local Businesses 
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First Interstate Bank 
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FRED MEYER’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM 
 
The Sunriver Anglers will be credited with a reward from your purchase. Money from the 
Community Rewards Program will be added to support our club projects. 
 
How to participate: 

1. Link your Fred Meyer rewards card to the Anglers at: 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 

2. Scroll down and click on “Link your rewards card now” 
3. Click on “Sign In” if you are already registered with the Fred Meyer rewards program.  If 

not, then click on “Register” and fill in the registration information. 
4. “Find Your Organization” should appear on the next screen. 
5. Enter following number in the box to link your card to the Anglers: 87237 and click on 

“Search.” 
6. Sunriver Anglers should appear below “Organization Name.”  Click on the circle to the 

left of Sunriver Anglers and then click on “Enroll” You are now done. Please contact 
Marv Yoshinaka (541-593-5461) if you need any help in getting registered with the 
Community Rewards Program, 
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